This list is anything BUT comprehensive…. but it will get you thinking about Florence and Tuscany, I hope!

Please see the very bottom of my links webpage at  http://www.deecompression.com/links.htm for access to this same info on-line.    Happy Reading!   Dee Walsh  2/19/07
http://www.aboutflorence.com/index.html  - links to multiple sites, all areas of interest

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/destinations/europe/italy/florence?a=facts - multiple sources of info, links

http://www.virtualuffizi.com/ - Uffizi Museum, featuring works by Botticelli, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, and many more

http://www.tickitaly.com/galleries/accademia.php - Galleria dell'Accademia most famously houses Michelangelo's sculpture of David

http://www.museumsinflorence.com/ - a wonderfully comprehensive list with links to 70 museums in Florence

http://www.yourwaytoflorence.com/tourism/florence/museums.htm - another list with links, a bit broader, containing non-museum sites too

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g187895-Activities-c7-Florence_Tuscany.html - multiple links and factoids regarding sightseeing opportunities

http://www.florence.ala.it/map.htm - map of Florence

http://www.firenzeturismo.it/  - "the real deal" - Florence's own tourist office!

http://www.comune.fi.it/inglese/ - and the city of Florence governmental website - check it out in Italian, too!

http://www.comune.fi.it/ - governmental website in the native tongue

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence - extensive info, well organized

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Florence - info on the province of Florence, in which the city sits

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuscany - a nice overview, synopsis of Tuscany info

http://www.italiantourism.com/index.htm - Italian Government Tourist Board - very comprehensive for the whole country with numerous links

In short:  Tuscany is the region near the center of Italy, bounded by Emilia-Romagna to the north, Marche to the East, Umbria to the Southeast,  Lazio to the South, and the Tyrrhenian Sea (Mare Tirreno) to the West. It has 10 provinces (Arezzo , Florence (Firenze) , Grosseto, Livorno , Lucca , Massa-Carrara, Pisa , Pistoia , Prato  and Siena ), and of these, the province Firenze is the seat of the capital city by the same name.  The 2006 population of the region was ~3.6 million, with between 300,000 and 500,000 of those people being housed in the capital city of Florence.  Founded by the Romans in the first century BC, Florence and Tuscany became part of the Kingdom of Italy in 1860, and Florence had a short reign as the capital of the country from 1865 to 1871. The 20th century was hard on Florence, with Mussolini using it as a stronghold during WWII.  Most of its bridges and many structures were destroyed by the Germans, and it was also damaged severely in the 1960's by uncontrolled flooding.  At the present time, Florence is recovering nicely and is well known for not only its historical richness, but for the many museums and galleries it hosts.  Of particular note are the Uffizi Museum, featuring works by Botticelli, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, and many more, and the Galleria dell'Accademia, which most famously houses Michelangelo's sculpture of David. The economy of Tuscany is supported by a vigorous wine and tourism industry; marble works and private-industry; Florence is a major commercial and banking center as well.

The map below outlines the ten provinces of Tuscany:





Additional information about Florence and Tuscany; sources cited
from:  http://www.aboutflorence.com/the-town-of-Florence.html
	About the "town" of FLORENCE 
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Population: 374,500 (men 47 %; women 53 %)
Country: Italy | Region: Tuscany
Languages: standard Italian, no dialects.
Time: GMT/UTC plus one hour (plus two hours in summer)
Annual growth: 1.7% | Inflation: 2.1%
Major industries: tourism, textiles, food processing
(wine and olive), clothing & footwear.
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FLORENCE, capital of the region of Tuscany, has a population of around half a million inhabitants, spreads on the banks of the Arno, between the Adriatic and the Tyrrhenian seas, almost in the middle of the Italian peninsula. It is a city which bustles with industry and craft, commerce and culture, art and science. Being on the main national railway lines, it is easily accessible from most important places both in Italy and abroad. The Florence "Vespucci" airport, where both national and international airlines stop, is located 5 Km. from the city centre. The main motorway, A1, connects Florence with Bologna and Milano in the North and Rome and Naples in the South. The motorway A11 to the sea joins it to Prato, Pistoia, Montecatini, Lucca, Pisa and all the resorts on the Tyrrhenian sea. There is also motorway which connects Florence to Siena. The climate is temperate but rather variable, with breezy winters and hot summers.
The Chianti area, between Florence and Siena, is one of the most beautiful countrysides in Italy and a famous wine production area.

HISTORY 
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Founded by the Romans in the first century B.C., Florence began its rebirth after the decadence of the barbaric ages, in the Carolingian period, and reached its highest pinnacles of civilization between the 11th and 15th centuries, as a free city, balancing the authority of the Emperors with that of the Popes, overcoming the unfortunate internal dispute between Guelfs and Ghibellines. In the 15th century, it came under the rule of the Medici family, who later became the Grand Dukes of Tuscany. This in fact was the period when the city was at the height of its glory in art and culture, in politics and economic power. The Grand Duchy of the Medicis was succeeded, in the 18th century, by that of the House of Lorraine, when in 1860 Tuscany became part of the Kingdom of Italy of which Florence was the capital from 1865 to 1871. In this century, the city has once more taken up its role as an important centre for culture and the arts.
Read More: History of Florence

ART AND CULTURE 

Florence contains an exceptional artistic patrimony, glorious testimony to its secular civilization. Cimabue and Giotto, the fathers of Italian painting, lived here, along with Arnolfo and Andrea Pisano, reformists of architecture and sculpture; Brunelleschi, Donatello and Masaccio, founders of the Renaissance; Ghiberti and the Della Robbia; Filippo Lippi and l'Angelico; Botticelli and Paolo Uccello; the universal geniuses Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo. Their works, along with those of many generations of artists up to the masters of the present century, are gathered in the city's many museums. In Florence, thanks to Dante, the Italian language was born; with Petrarch and Boccaccio literary studies were affirmed; with Humanism the philosophy and values of classical civilization were revived; with Machiavelli modern political science was born; with Guicciardini, historical prose; and with Galileo, modern experimental science. Up to the time of Charlemagne, Florence was a university town. Today it includes many specialized institutes and is an international cultural center. Academies, art schools, scientific institutes and cultural centers all contribute to the city's intense activity.
Read More: Art and culture of Florence
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THE ECONOMY 
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The economy of Florence is based mainly on the services sector, as the city is an important commercial centre. The traditional centuries-old banking and financial sector continues to flourish. Tourism and crafts (jewelry, embroidery, footwear, leatherwork, ceramics, wrought-iron and basket work, lace and reproduction furniture) provide considerable sources of income. The city is an active centre of culture, and organizes periodical exhibitions and art festivals. Industry, though consisting generally of small and medium-sized firms, has fairly important precision engineering, optical, pharmaceutical, chemical, metallurgical, publishing and textile sectors.
Read More: Economy of Florence

EVENTS 

International Crafts Fair (April-May), Antiques Biennial, Music Festival in May, Opera and Theatre Seasons, Fashion shows (famous "Pitti" fairs, spring and autumn), Festival dei Popoli (December).
Read More: Events in Florence
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FOLKLORISTIC 
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The most important Folkloristic events in Florence are The "Burst of the Cart" (Easter), the Feast of St. John (June) and The "Historic Football in Costume" (June, July).
Read More: Folkloristic in Florence

SOME FAMOUS PEOPLES
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Giovanni Cimabue (artist, 1240-1302), Dante Alighieri (poet, 1265-1321), Giovanni Boccaccio (poet, 1313-1375), Filippo Brunelleschi (architect, 1377-1446), Lorenzo Ghiberti (sculptor, 1378-1455), Donato dei Bardi, called 'il Donatello' (sculptor, 1386-1466), Luca della Robbia (sculptor, 1400-1482), Filippo Lippi (artist, 1406-1469), Antonio Pollaiolo (sculptor, 1432-1498), Alessandro Filipepi called 'il Botticelli' (artist, 1445-1510), Domenico Bigordi called 'Ghirlandaio' (artist, 1449-1494), Lorenzo the Magnificent (the most famous of the Medicis, 1449-1492), Leonardo da Vinci (artist, 1452-1519), Amerigo Vespucci (explorer who gave the name to the continent of America, 1454-1512), Michelangelo Buonarroti (artist, 1475-1564), Francesco Guicciardini (historian, 1483-1540), Andrea del Sarto (artist, 1486-1530), Niccolò Machiavelli (politician and historian, 1489-1527), Benvenuto Cellini (goldsmith, 1500-1571).

	


from:  http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/destinations/europe/italy/florence/essential?a=culture
Pre 20th Century History

Florence was founded as a colony of the Etruscan city of Fiesole in about 200 BC, later becoming the Roman Florentia, a garrison town controlling the Via Flaminia. In the early 12th century the city became a free comune (township) and by 1138 it was ruled by 12 consuls, assisted by the Council of One Hundred, a bunch of rich merchants. In 1207, due to intractable problems with faction fighting, the council was replaced by a foreign (and thus allegedly unbiased) governor, the podestà.

In the 13th century the pro-papal Guelphs and pro-imperial Ghibellines started a century-long bout of bickering, which resulted in the Guelphs forming their own government in the 1250s. By 1292 Florentine nobles were excluded from government. The city became increasingly democratised, eventually becoming a commercial republic controlled by the Guelph-heavy merchant class.

The great plague of 1348 had halved the city's population. In the latter part of the 14th century the Medicis began consolidating power, eventually becoming bankers to the papacy. Cosimo Medici - patron of artists such as Donatello, Brunelleschi, Fra Angelico and Filippo Lippi - became ruler of Florence. Perhaps the most famous Medici was Lorenzo, grandson of Cosimo, who took power in 1469. His court fostered a great development of art, music and poetry, and Lorenzo sponsored philosophers and artists such as Botticelli, da Vinci and Michelangelo.

In 1494 the Medicis went broke and lost their hold on power. The city fell under the control of Girolamo Savonarola, a Dominican monk who led a puritanical republic until he fell from public favour and was hanged and burned as a heretic in 1498. The Medicis returned to Florence in the 16th century, having united themselves by marriage with Emperor Charles V, and ruled for the next 200 years. In 1737 the Grand Duchy of Tuscany passed to the House of Lorraine, which was incorporated into the Kingdom of Italy in 1860. Florence became capital of the Kingdom and remained so until Rome took over in 1875.

^ Top
Modern History
The 20th century was in many ways disastrous for Florence. WWI left it spent, shocked and vulnerable to Fascist rhetoric. The city was one of Mussolini's most faithful strongholds. Florence was badly damaged during WWII by the retreating Germans, who blew up all its bridges except the Ponte Vecchio. Devastating floods ravaged the city in 1966, causing inestimable damage to its building and artworks, some of which are still being restored. One good thing to come of the disaster, which left the city covered in a mantle of slimy mud and left countless families homeless, was the evolution of modern restoration techniques. The salvage operation led to the refining of methods which have since saved artworks throughout the world.

^ Top
Recent History
Florence has rarely hit the headlines in recent times. It leads the quiet dignified life of a regional capital under a constant influx of tourists. In 1993 a car bomb killed five people and damaged works in the Uffizi gallery - this attack was attributed to the Sicilian Mafia. Only in 2005 did relatives of the victims finally get civil proceedings against imprisoned Mafia boss Toto Riina under way. Otherwise Florence has been relatively untouched by sensation. Its streets could almost beguile you into thinking you've walked into a former age, untouched by the clamour of the wider world.

from:   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuscany
Tuscany

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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	Claudio Martini
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	10
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	287
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	22,990 km²

	 - Ranked
	4th (7.6 %)

	Population (2006 est.)
 - Total
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 - Density
	
3,619,872
9th (6.1 %)
157/km²

	



	Map highlighting the location of Tuscany bbb in Italy


Tuscany (Italian: Toscana) is one of the 20 Regions of Italy. The capital is Florence. It has an area of 20,990 km² and about 3,6 million inhabitants. For its landscapes and its artistic legacy, Tuscany is considered the most beautiful region in Italy.

Tuscany has also been known to refer to the slaughter of the small Indian tribe of Tuscany, who were located in present day North Carolina, in the early 1700s.
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[edit] Geography
Tuscany is a region of Central Italy, bordering Emilia-Romagna north, Liguria to the north-west, Tyrrhenian Sea to the west, Umbria and Marche to east, Latium to the south-east. The territory is hilly for its two thirds and mountainous for one fourth. Only the remaining 8.4% is constituted by plains, that form the valley of Arno River.

Tuscany is divided into ten provinces:




· Arezzo 

· Florence (Firenze) 

· Grosseto 

· Livorno 

· Lucca 

· Massa-Carrara 

· Pisa 

· Pistoia 

· Prato 

· Siena 

[edit] History
Main article: History of Tuscany
[edit] Apennine and Villanovan cultures.
Main articles: Apennine culture and Villanovan culture
The pre-Etruscan history of the area in the late Bronze and Iron ages parallels that of the early Greeks.[1] The Tuscan area was inhabited by peoples of the so-called Apennine culture in the late second millennium BC (roughly 1350–1150 BC) who had trading relationships with the Minoan and Mycenaean civilisations in the Aegean Sea.[1] Following this the Villanovan culture (1100–700 BC) came about which saw Tuscany, and the rest of Etruria, taken over by chiefdoms (as was also the case at this time in France and the Aegean after the collapse of Mycenae and Troy).[1] City-states developed in the late Villanovan (again paralleling Greece and the Aegean) before "Orientalization" occurred and the Etruscan civilisation rose.[1]
[edit] Etruscans
Main article: Etruscan civilisation






Castiglioncello near Rosignano Marittimo, each little town owns an Etruscan Museum.

The Etruscans were the first major civilisation in this region of Italy; large enough to lay down a transport infrastructure, implement agriculture and mining, and produce vivid art.[2] The people who formed the civilisation lived in the area (called Etruria) well into prehistory.[1] The civilisation grew to fill the area between the rivers Arno and Tiber from the eighth century BC, reaching their peak during the seventh and sixth centuries BC, and finally ceded all power and territory to the Romans by the first century BC.[3] Throughout their existence, they lost territory to the surrounding civilisations of Greece, Carthage and Gaul.[2] Despite being described as distinct in its manners and customs by contemporary Greeks,[4] the cultures of Greece, and later Rome, influenced the civilisation to a great extent and this increasing lack of cultural distinction, including the adoption of the Etruscan upper class by the Romans,[2] was one of the reasons for its eventual demise.[3]
[edit] Romans
Soon after absorbing Etruria, Rome established the cities of Lucca, Pisa, Siena, and Florence, endowed the area with new technologies and development, and ensured peace.[2] These developments included extensions of the existing transport infrastructure, introduction of aquaducts and sewers, and the construction of many buildings, both public and private.[2]. The Roman civilization finally collapsed in the fifth century AD and the region was left by the Goths, and others, without control. In the sixth century, the Longobards arrived and designated Lucca their capital.[2]
[edit] The medieval period
With pilgrims travelling along the Via Francigena between Rome and France came wealth and development during the mediæval period.[2] The food and shelter needed by these travellers fuelled the growth of new communities around churches and taverns.[2] The conflict between the Guelphs and Ghibellines, factions supporting, respectively, the Papacy and the Holy Roman Empire in central and northern Italy during the 12th and 13th centuries, split the Tuscan people.[2] These two factors gave rise to several powerful and rich communes in Tuscany: Arezzo, Florence, Lucca, Pisa, and Siena.[2] The balance between these communes were ensured by the assets they held; Pisa, a port; Siena, banking; and Lucca, banking and silk.[5] By the renaissance, however, Florence succeeded in becoming the cultural capital of Tuscany and ensured a bright, and peaceful, future for the region.[5]
[edit] The Renaissance
Tuscany was the birthplace of the Italian Renaissance, and its artistic heritage includes architecture, painting and sculpture, collected in dozens of museums, the best-known of which is the Uffizi and the Bargello in Florence, but also in many other towns and cities in the region. Tuscany was the birthplace of Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo and Dante Alighieri ("the father of the Italian language").

[edit] Economy
Tuscany is known for its wines (most famous of which are Chianti, Morellino di Scansano and Brunello di Montalcino) and has 120 protected regions (nature reserves). Other agricultural products include Chianina cattle (particularly the famous "Fiorentina" steak) and the production of olive oil, principally in Lucca and the surrounding hills. The industry comprises factories producing Piaggio cars, motorcycles, scooters and aeroplanes, the texile industrial district of Prato, the petrochemical plants of Leghorn and the steel factories of Piombino. Tourism is the economic backbone of the so-called "Cities of Art" (Florence, Lucca, Pisa, Siena, San Gimignano), as well as on the coast and in the isles (Elba). Marble is quarried in Versilia (Massa and Carrara), Garfagnana and in the Alpi Apuane.

[edit] Politics
Tuscany is a stronghold of the center-left coalition The Union, forming with Emilia-Romagna, Umbria and Marche the famous italian political "Red Qadrilateral". At the April 2006 elections, Tuscany gave more than 61% of its votes to Romano Prodi.

[edit] Demographics
In the '80s and '90s the region attracted intense influxes of immigrants, in particular from China and Northern Africa. There is also a significant community of British and Americans. As of 2006, the Italian national institute of statistics ISTAT estimated that 215,490 foreign-born immigrants live in Tuscany, equal to 5.9% of the total regional population.

Towns of Tuscany with a population of 50,000 or more:

	Comune
	Population (2006 est.)

	Florence
	366,901

	Prato
	183,823

	Leghorn
	160,534

	Arezzo
	95,229

	Pisa
	87,737

	Pistoia
	85,947

	Lucca
	84,422

	Grosseto
	76,330

	Massa
	69,399

	Carrara
	65,125

	Viareggio
	63,389

	Siena
	54,147


