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Merry Christmas!!! It’s that time of year again!!! 
            The Christmas season started in our household with a really miserable weekday in late November, at about 4 pm.  I (Liz) was home from an underwhelming day at school, Mason was no where to be found, Daddy was away, and Mom called me to share that she too had had an unpleasant day and she would be home in a few minutes so could I please pull some chicken out of the freezer to thaw. Twenty minutes after her phone call, just as I was beginning to ponder her whereabouts, the garage door opened and Mom was yelling “Come help me with this!!”.  My incredible mother had gotten a Christmas tree.  I would later learn that it was the first one she saw the Boy Scouts put out as she drove by the Food Lion on her way home.  The two of us suddenly had all kinds of inexplicable energy and before we knew it the Christmas music was on and we were decorating.  I know, I know…..we started decorating before Thanksgiving, but sometimes a little holiday cheer is necessary in the worst kind of way. `Tis the season to be jolly!!!  This year was busy for us, but hey! That’s not new and exciting, so on to the good stuff.  
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            Starting with the head honcho of the house, the Big Cheese himself, the Dad-man, the Dadster, Daderino...OK enough... ! Bucky had a year to top all others.  He traveled around the world (literally) going from South America, to Africa, Asia, and Australia in one very long business trip early in the year.  With all of the work PRA was having him do, they gave him a longer job title but  he is still the overworked, jet–lagged, computer guru that he  had always been, but now they call him ( drum roll please….) Sr. Vice President for Business Services and Strategic Programs.   The year ended with the company going public in November. 
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More important than that, Bucky learned how to knit this year! He also passed down his 6 year old PC to Mason and got a new laptop, an exciting development in the technology department of the Walsh Household.  Another monumental event this year -- Dad got a new passport, so ladies and gentlemen, the picture in his passport actually looks like the svelte businessman that he is and not the grizzly-mountain man/terrorist that the old picture portrayed. 

             Dee had a busy year, but that is not surprising at all considering the fact that the woman seems to thrive when she is overbooked.  I swear she must have super powers to do so much.  The ability to manipulate the space-time continuum is the only explanation I can come up with to explain all that she has done.  She “cut back” on her booming massage career (she still sees more clients than she will admit to, but that is neither here nor there).  In place of that, Mom began working with Dr. Peter Bower and Dr. Mark Dean as a massage therapist in their office.  She is now primarily organizing the start of a Surgical Clinic for the doctors. 
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            She still volunteers as a massage therapist at the local Fire Department, but only when she is in the country. Over spring break, Dee and Mason went to Germany and Austria to visit friends and go back “home” to Hockenheim for a while.  This year, Dee also went to South America for the first time.  Our family went on a Disney Cruise this summer and the day after we returned home, Dee was off to Argentina where she met up with a good friend.  She went through Argentina and Bolivia and now (shocking---!!) she wants to do it again!!!  

            Mason continued his freshman year at Covenant and soon after the Christmas Break ended, the lacrosse began.  Mason was the starting goalie for a winning Covenant season.  Also in the last months of his freshman year, Mason started dating Natalie Frederick (yea, Natalie….you made the family newsletter!!! ). The two of them spent much of the summer together as Mason went to North Carolina with her family and later to the beach with them.  [image: image5.jpg]


This summer he was also the starting goalie for the CALYC lacrosse team, a group of handpicked players that play in an extended summer season. The team easily defeated all of their opponents at tournaments in Annapolis and Pennsylvania.  

            

            More importantly than anything else that happened all year---Mason got his learner’s permit and now is driving.  This ability took him on a road trip with Mom this summer to Kentucky where they visited Carryl and Ed Howell. He drove the whole way. While there, Mason got to drive several of Ed’s impressive cars, and is the only person I know who learned how to drive stick shift in a Maserati. The two of them then drove to New York and Pennsylvania making it home in time to join the family and go to Chicago for the wedding of Mom's cousin Pam at the end of the summer.  This fall Mason started his sophomore year back at Albemarle and has already started training for the upcoming spring lacrosse season.

            And that leaves me.  I finished the my junior year a little tired - but then again, junior year is supposed to be hard and I think I did okay! For spring break I went down to Florida with my two best friends, Claire and Kelsie, and stayed with Claire’s family. Our lacrosse season went really well, and we ended the season by winning the LIS tournament for the second consecutive year.  This summer Claire worked as a nanny for three children and I tagged along as extra help when the family went on a vacation to Nag’s Head.  I was down there for two weeks and got tan for the first time in my life!  I worked a lot this summer at Dips n’ Sips, the local ice cream parlor. 

            

            Now I am in my senior year and loving it.  I am managing to stay busy and involved in school and balance that with work.  A few weeks ago Daddy came to me and said that it was time to turn in  my college applications and he had the time to review them with me right then . So, just like that we stayed up until the wee hours of the morning and now I am all applied to the University of Virginia, Clemson University (in S.C.), and James Madison University.  The applications were all in months before the deadline, but it is kind of nice not having unfinished college applications looming over my head anymore.

            

            So that is the concise version of the events of 2004 in the Walsh family.  We have had an incredibly blessed year and it isn’t even over yet!  Mason, Natalie, and I are headed to Norway for Christmas break for some visiting and skiing.  Mom and Dad are going to spend Christmas with Grandma Pam and Poppy Glenn in New York and then the four of them are off to Vegas for some fun before the kids get home! 

We hope that you will call us, email us, write us, visit us, or any combination of those soon!!  We wish you a very merry Christmas and the happiest of New Years!!!!

                                                            Much Love and Big Hugs to all,          

                                





The Walsh Family of Cville

